
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Many women contributed in significant ways during the more than 200 years of 
Tennessee history. However, only a small number are included in history books. The 
goal of the Tennessee Women Project is to recognize Tennessee women and their 
contributions from frontier days though the twentieth century. 
 

BACKGROUND 

The project is an outgrowth from an article in the AAUW Tennessean celebrating 
Women’s History Month in March 2011. AAUW members were asked to submit brief 
narratives honoring AAUW members (now deceased) who led the way for AAUW in 
Tennessee. Four women were presented in the article, and plans were made to expand 
this initial undertaking. AAUW of Tennessee newsletter editors, Charlotte Crawford and 
Ruth Smiley, conceived the idea of a booklet honoring AAUW members. That idea grew 
into a book that would be open to all Tennessee women who should have a place in 
Tennessee history. Organizations may co-sponsor the project with AAUW of Tennessee. 
Organizations and individuals may nominate Tennessee women (now deceased) and/or 
apply to submit articles about them. Credit will be given to each author, and a brief 
biographic sketch about the author will be included. Thus, we will be recording both past 
and current history.  
 
Proceeds from the sale of this book go to AAUW of Tennessee’s scholarship fund to 
send Tennessee college students to the annual National Conference of College Women 
Student Leaders (NCCWSL). 

 

BECOME AN ORGANIZATIONAL SPONSOR 
 
Organizations can become co-sponsors of the project by committing to one or more of 
the following: 

 Allow your organization to be listed as a co-sponsor in our literature and grant 
proposals 

 Nominate deceased women to be included 

 Ask members to volunteer to write an article 

 Network with other organizations to invite nominations and writers 

 Provide financial support for publication       
 
If your organization is interested in co-sponsorship, we ask that you notify us 
soon of how you would like to contribute. Your listing will be a valuable resource as 
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we proceed with this project, and we look forward to collaborating with you. Please 
contact us at tnwomenproject@gmail.com  if you have questions. 

 

PARTNERS 
 
AAUW of Tennessee 

History Department, Middle Tennessee State University 

Tennessee Economic Council on Women 

Tennessee Women’s Political Caucus 

Women’s Equity Foundation 

Women’s Studies Program, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

YWCA of Knoxville 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOW CAN INDIVIDUALS HELP WITH THE TENNESSEE WOMEN PROJECT? 
 
Be a “Reader”  

No editing. No checking of spelling or grammar or sentence structure.  No fact checking. 

Just read a manuscript and make comments. Indicate what you liked/didn’t like about the 

story. Instructions will be provided. Contact us a tnwomenproject@gmail.com.  Teen 

readers are especially welcome. 

 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

The Tennessee Women Project is thankful for the generous 
support of these individuals and organizations who are helping 
to make this project a reality and a success: 

 
AAUW of Tennessee   Nancy Lantz 
Rose-Linda Baldwin    Margie H. LeCoultre 
Carol Bennett    Anne Loy 
Sidna P. Bookout   Connie H. Malarkey 
Pat Clark    Gail Mattson 
Charlotte A. Crawford   Barbara Mintz 
Margaret B. Emmett   Janet A. Murray 
Dianne B. Fielder   Patricia Pierce 
Judy A. Fleenor   Judy Poulson 
Katherine Gooch   Virginia Ralston 
Autumn Berger Hall   Kathleen Sallee 
Sharron Hillman   Cynthia A. Serbin 
Emma J. Huddleston   Helen Sirett 
M. Ann Indingaro   Ruth Johnson Smiley 
Karen P. Kooyman   Patricia Taylor 
     Women’s Equity Fndn 
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 Promote the Book 

Promote book at organization meetings and in your local network.  Add a note in your 

social media and link to our website.  Send out press releases to local press (we can 

help). Publicize the book during Women’s History Month 2013. 

 

Invite an Author 

Invite one of the authors of the profiles to give a program at a public meeting—include 

book signing and sales.  Send a special invitation to high school girls in your community. 

 
Purchase Books 
Book sales support the distribution of books to all 317 Tennessee high schools and 

NCCWSL scholarships.  Purchase books for your own use and for gifts. 

 

Make a Donation 
Make a cash donation. Your contribution helps to ensure that the rich history of 
Tennessee women is documented and recorded. 
 
Checks made payable to “AAUW of Tennessee, Tennessee Women Project” may be 
sent to  
Tennessee Women Project 
PO Box 24314 
Knoxville, TN 37933 
 

 
WOMEN SELECTED FOR INCLUSION IN THE PROJECT 
 
Project Directors requested members of organizations across the state to propose the 
names of historic (deceased) women who have made a difference in Tennessee. 
Nominations of over 100 women were submitted from Tennessee citizens across the 
state. After careful scrutiny of the nominees, twenty-two women were selected for 
inclusion in the book.  Each woman was selected on the basis of her influence on life in 
Tennessee, the era in which she lived, and her geographic location, ethnicity, and 
vocation.  The women represent the wide influence of many Tennessee women.   

 

CONTRIBUTE AS A WRITER 
 
Twenty authors, all with writing experience and from a variety of professional 
backgrounds, have volunteered to research, document, and create original profiles of the 
selected Tennessee women.  

 

STUDENT PARTICIPANTS 
 
A primary target audience for the published book on historical Tennessee women will be 
high school students. Therefore, it is essential that we have input from girls in the 
planning, writing, and promotion of the book. Preferably, the girl(s) selected will have an 
interest in history and/or writing, and she will see this as a way to complement her 
studies and an opportunity for community service. One high school student has  



 

 

been selected to serve on the project Advisory Council. Teen students may apply to 
serve as “readers” of draft manuscripts and submit their comments to the authors during 
the editing process. 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
Representatives from supporting organizations and other key individuals, comprise an 
Advisory Council. The responsibilities of the Advisory Council are to solicit nominations, 
recommend authors, serve as readers of the manuscript, and network with other 
organizations. Organizations and Advisory Council members provide limited financial 
support; however, their in-kind support greatly enhances the project. 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

SARA BAKER, Director of Women’s Advocacy and Written Communications, YWCA 
Knoxville 

SANDRA BENNETT, Past President, Tennessee Women’s Political Caucus 

CAROLE STANFORD BUCY, PhD, Professor of History, Volunteer State Community 
College 

PAULA F. CASEY, Speaker and editorial coordinator for The Perfect 36: Tennessee 
Delivers Woman Suffrage 

JANICE M. LEONE, PhD, Interim Associate Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Professor of History, Middle Tennessee State University 

ANNE LOY, President, AAUW of Tennessee 

REBECCA CAWOOD MCINTYRE, PhD, Associate Professor of History, Middle 
Tennessee State University 

MARCIA NOE, PhD, Professor of English and Director of Women’s Studies, University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

PATRICIA PIERCE, Tennessee Economic Council on Women, National Delegate Vision 
2020 

ALMA SANFORD, JD, Tennessee Women’s Political Caucus 

HANNAH SEAY, Member of the class of 2014 at the Webb School of Knoxville 

YVONNE WOOD, Tennessee Economic Council on Women, Owner of Wood 
Conference and Event Planning 

 

ABOUT THE PROJECT DIRECTORS 

 
CHARLOTTE CRAWFORD, MEd, has taught mathematics, developed science achievement 
tests, was elected for nine years to a school board, led workshops, edited publications, and 
advocated for women and girls. She is co-founder of two non-profit organizations: the AAUW 
Gender Equity Fund of Illinois and the Women’s Equity Foundation in Maryville, Tennessee. As 
CEO of the GEF, she directed a statewide Sister-to-Sister Summit, coordinated a speakers’ 
bureau, published sexual harassment curricula and an equity newsletter, and began an 



 

 

Information Technology initiative for girls. She has written/edited six books on women or girls as 
well as three historical books: Folk Crosses, A Year in the West:  A Kansas Family’s Expedition, 
and And so to Make a Long Story Longer . . ., a New York Irish Catholic family history. 
Recognition for her volunteer efforts include the Excellence Award in the “Those Excel” program 
of the Illinois State Board of Education; the Agent of Change Award from AAUW of Illinois, Inc.; 
and the College of DuPage Adade Wheeler Award for furthering the professional advancement of 
women. Currently, she does free-lance editing through CrawforDesigns. 
 
RUTH JOHNSON SMILEY, PhD, conducted her doctoral research at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory and later headed a research project at Oak Ridge Associated Universities. She has 
written several technical reports and published papers in professional journals. In addition, Smiley 
taught economics at Pellissippi State Community College. She served as Tennessee State 
President of AAUW (2006-2008) and was co-editor, along with Charlotte Crawford, of the AAUW 
Tennessean (2008-2011). In recognition of her achievements and efforts on behalf of women and 
girls in Tennessee, Smiley received an E Award (for Excellence, Equity, and Equality) from the 
Tennessee Economic Council on Women in 2011. A native Tennessean, she has a personal 
interest in Tennessee history. She researched and documented her family lineage for First 
Families of Tennessee, a project of the East Tennessee Historical Society. She also contributed 
an article about her family that was published in Families and History of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee by the Holston Territory Genealogical Society. 

 

CONTACT US 
 
The Tennessee Women Project 
Project Directors 
Charlotte Crawford and Ruth Smiley 
Tennessee Women Project 
AAUW of Tennessee 
PO Box 24314 
Knoxville, TN 37933 
tnwomenproject@gmail.com 
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